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SEC RET CAIRO 08531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR PBOR MILI EG IS LE XF 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN REACTION TO ISRAELI ACTION IN LEBANON 

REF: CAIRO 8519 

SUMMARY. RESPONSIBLE GOE OFFICIALS BLAME BEGIN'S IN- 
TRANSIGENCE AND INABILITY OF U.S. TO MOVE ISRAELIS 
QUICKLY ENOUGH FOR CURRENT ROUND OF VIOLENCE. PALES- 
TINIAN FRUSTRATION UNDERSTANDABLE AND LIKELY TO BE 
FURTHER EXPLOITED BY OPPONENTS OF SETTLEMENT. CYCLE 
OF VIOLENCE VINDICATES EGYPTIAN POLICY AND EXPOSES 
FALLACIES OF ISRAELI POLICY. DESPITE GROWING PUBLIC 
PESSIMISM THAT PEACE PROCESS COLLAPSING, OFFICIALS RE- 
MAIN COMMITTED TO PEACE PROCESS. BASIC ELEMENTS TO BE 
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RESOLVED REMAIN WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN SELF- 
DETERMINATION AND U.S. MUST NOT ALLOW ITSELF TO BE 
DISTRACTED BY SIDE ISSUE OF LEBANON. END SUMMARY. 

1 . REACTION OF RESPONSIBLE GOE OFFICIALS TO ISRAELI 
"AGGRESSION" AGAINST LEBANON CONSISTENT IN MOST RE- 
SPECTS WITH OFFICIALLY GUIDED MEDIA REACTION (REFTEL), 
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BUT WITH CONSIDERABLY MORE GLOOM AND EMPHASIS ON CRU- 
CIAL ROLE U.S. MUST NOW PLAY TO KEEP PEACE PROCESS 
ALIVE. FOLLLOWING ARE PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS 
SUB MINISTERIAL LEVEL OFFICIALS SEEM TO HAVE DRAWN 
FROM FATAH RAID AND ISRAELI REACTION: 

(A) ROOT CAUSE IS BEGIN S INTRANSIGENCE AND INABILITY OF 
U.S. TO MOVE ISRAELIS QUICKLY ENOUGH ON PEACE PROCESS. 

TEL AVIV RAID WAS RESULT OF FRUSTRATION OF EVEN MODERATE 
PALESTINIANS THAT THERE LITTLE PROSPECT FOR PROGRESS 
AND PLO BEING CUT OUT OF THE ACTION. ESCALATION OF 
VIOLENCE IS LIKELY SINCE THOSE WHO WANT PEACE PROCESS TO 
FAIL (E.G. LIBYA AND IRAQ) CAN EXPLOIT PALESTINIAN FRUS- 
TRATIONS FOR THEIR OWN ENDS. DESPITE CERTAIN JUSTIFICATION 
FOR FATAH ACTION, ANTI-PALESTINIAN FEELING CONTINUES AT 
HIGH LEVEL. 

(B) CONTRARY TO BEGIN'S CLAIM THAT TEL AVIV RAID PROVES 
ISRAEL CAN NEVER PERMIT A PALESTINIAN STATE, RAID PROVES 
THAT UNTIL PALESTINIANS HAVE A HOME OF THEIR OWN, 
TERRORISM AGAINST ISRAEL WILL CONTINUE, PROBABLY WITH 
INCREASING FREQUENCY. 

(C) MYTH OF ISRAELI INSISTENCE ON SECURE BORDERS EX- 
POSED SINCE RAID LAUNCHED FROM THE SEA. 

(D) EGYPTIAN POSITION VINDICATED SINCE RAID AND REPRISAL 
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HAVE DRAMATIZED THAT CYCLE OF VIOLENCE CAN ONLY BE 
ENDED WITH A SETTLEMENT AND THAT PALESTINIANS ARE IN- 
DEED THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM. 

(E) THE U.S. HAS A VITAL ROLE IN BREAKING THE CYCLE OF 
VIOLENCE. BEGIN'S FORTHCOMING VISIT TO THE U.S. HAS 
TAKEN ON ADDED IMPORTANCE. THE U.S. MUST NOW MOVE 
SWIFTLY TO BRING ABOUT ISRAELI CONCESSIONS ON KEY ISSUES. 

(F) EMPTINESS OF SYRIAN CLAIM TO BE ARAB LEADER 
DRAMATIZED BY ITS IMPOTENCE IN CONFRONTING ISRAELIS. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE GLOOM ABOUT ISRAELI "INVASION" AND 
GROWING PUBLIC PESSIMISM THAT PEACE PROCESS COLLAPSING, 
OFFICIALS ARE-AT LEAST WITH US-STILL COMMITTED TO PEACE 
PROCESS. THEY NOW FEAR, HOWEVER, THAT PROCESS WILL BE 
DELAYED BY EVENTS IN LEBANON. IN THEIR VIEW, THE BASIC 
ELEMENTS TO BE RESOLVED REMAIN THE SAME AS BEFORE THE 
FATAH RAID. THE U.S. MUST THEREFORE CONCENTRATE ON 
RESOLVING KEY ISSUES OF WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN SELF- 
DETERMINATION DURING BEGIN VISIT AND NOT ALLOW ITSELF 
TO BE DISTRACTED BY SIDE ISSUE OF LEBANON. EILTS 
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